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West Northamptonshire Council
Alcohol and Gambling Licensing Sub-Committee

Application to Review Premises Licence — Nasz Sklep, 10
Alexandra Terrace, Northampton NN2 7SJ

Date 2.00pm 6™ July 2022
Remote Hearing via ZOOM

Purpose of Report

To consider an application for a review of a premises licence in accordance
with section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 (“the Act’) made by
Northamptonshire Police (“the Applicant”) in respect of a premises license
held by Mr. Ramazan Omar Mustafa with regard to Nasz Sklep, 10 Alexandra
Terrace, Northampton, NN2 7SJ. (“the Premises”). This is a shop premises in
the Kingsthorpe area of Northampton.

Summary

The application, which can be found at Appendix A, was received by West
Northamptonshire Council on 12" May 2022. Further police evidence
accompanying that application can be found at Appendix D.

Application Details

The review is made on the ground of failure to promote the licensing objective
of The Prevention of Crime & Disorder. The licence (see Appendix B) for this
premises relates to the following regulated activities:

The Sale of Alcohol (off premises only)
Monday — Sunday 08 .00 — 23.00
Opening Times

Monday — Sunday 08.00 —23.00

The current premises licence holder is Mr. Ramazan Omar Mustafa and the
licence has been in force since July 2020. Mr Mustafa has been the licence
holder since February 2022. The Designated Premises Supervisor is also Mr
Mustafa whose personal licence was issued by Northampton Borough
Council.

Consultations/Representations

When an application for a review of a premises licence or club premises
certificate is received, the applicant must serve the licence holder and all the
responsible authorities with the application. It is then the responsibility of the
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local authority to place the blue public notice (“the Notice”) at or near the
premises.

This gives responsible authorities and any member of the public the
opportunity to make written relevant representations in relation to the
application to the local authority within 28 calendar days of receiving the
notice or the date on which the notice was first displayed at or near the
premises. In this case the notice was displayed on 12" May 2022 and a
photograph of it is situ is shown at Appendix C. The last date for making
relevant representations in relation to this Application was 9™ June 2022.

During the consultation period West Northamptonshire Council received no
other representations.

Attendance

The Council is also required to send a notice of hearing to all interested
parties and responsible authorities that have submitted a relevant
representation and request confirmation of their intention to attend that
hearing. A notice of hearing was sent to the following persons on 9" June
2022.

Mr Ramazan Mustafa (Licence Holder)

PC David Bryan (on behalf of the Chief Officer of Northamptonshire Police)

Options

Upon application of a review at the end of the consultation period the licensing
authority must hold a hearing to consider it and any other representations
made. It must take such steps as it considers appropriate for the promotion of
the licensing objectives, which are:

e the prevention of crime and disorder

e public safety

e the prevention of public nuisance

e the protection of children from harm.

The options available to the Sub-Committee are to

e modify the conditions of the licence,

e exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence,
e remove the designated premises supervisor,

e suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months,
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e revoke the licence or
e take no action.
Financial & Resource Implications

The Council may be liable to pay costs should any appeal against a refusal of
the licence application be successful in the Magistrates’ Court.

Comments checked by Dawn Leader, Finance Department

Legal Implications

Any decision made regarding an application for the review of a premises
license made in accordance with section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 (“the
Act’), must comply with the requirements of section 52. It must also consider
the revised statutory guidance issued under section 182 of the Act (April 2018
version) and, as of the date of the Sub-Committee hearing, the Northampton
Borough Council Licensing Act 2003 Statement of Licensing Policy (2020).

Having regard to the relevant representations, the Sub-Committee must take
such reasonable and proportionate steps as it considers appropriate, if any,
for the promotion of the four licensing objectives. These steps are restricted to
those set out at paragraph 6.2 above.

A decision must be made by the Sub-Committee within the period of five
working days beginning the day on which the hearing was held. Once the
decision has been made, a written notice containing the full reasons for that
decision must be supplied forthwith to the Applicant, the Premises License
holder and any person or responsible authority that submitted a relevant
representation

In accordance with section 181 and Schedule 5 of the Act, only the Applicant
and any person or responsible authority that submitted a relevant
representation may appeal to a Magistrates’ Court if they are aggrieved at the
decision of the Sub-Committee. Any such appeal must be submitted by way of
complaint to the Court within 21 days commencing with the day on which the
person in question receives a copy of the written notice of the Sub-
Committee’s decision.

Any premises license review must be considered on its own merits. Any
conditions attached to licences must be tailored to the individual style and
characteristics of the premises and events concerned. This is essential to
avoid the imposition of disproportionate and overly burdensome conditions on
premises where there is no need for such conditions. Standardised conditions
should be avoided and indeed, may be unlawful where they cannot be shown



to be necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives in any individual
case.

Legal implications provided by James Chadwick, Senior Licensing and
Litigation Solicitor for West Northamptonshire Council.

9.0 Committee

9.1 Each application must be considered on its own merits and any conditions
attached to licences and certificates must be tailored to the individual style
and characteristics of the premises and events concerned. This is essential to
avoid the imposition of disproportionate and overly burdensome conditions on
premises where there is no need for such conditions. Standardised conditions
should be avoided and indeed, may be unlawful where they cannot be shown
to be necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives in any individual

case.
Additional Title
Documents
A. Review Application from Northants Police
B Current Premises Licence
C. Blue Notice
D Additional Police Evidence
Report Martin O’Connell
Author ) ) ) .
utho Senior Licensing Enforcement Officer




APPENDIX A — REVIEW APPLICATION

{Tewert newne and address of Felevans Heensing authority ond itx reference mimber foptional) {

Application for the review of a premises licence or club premises certificate under the
Licensing Act 2003

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Before completing this form please read the puidance notes ot the end of the form,

If wou are completing this form by hand please write legibly in block capitals. [n all cases ensure
that your answers are inside the boxes and written in black ink. Use additional sheets if necessary.
You may wish o keep a copy of the completed form for your records.

I Police Constable 0113 BRYAN

{Trsert marme of applican)
apply for the review of a premises licence under section 51 / apply for the review of a club
premises certificate under section 87 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the premises described in
Part 1 below (delete as applicable)

Part 1 — Premises or club premiscs details

Postal address of premises or, if none, ondnance survey map reference or dl‘-'l.r'.‘-i‘lp‘llm

MNasz Sklep
10 Alexandra Terrace

Post town Northampten Pust code (if known) NN2 7S]

Mame of premises licence holder or club holding club premises certificate (if known)
Mr Ramazan Omar Mustafa

Number of premises licence or elub premises certificate (if known)
FL1Z22

Part 2 - Applicant details

[ am
Please tick ¥ yes

1) an individual, body or business which is not a responsible

authority (please read guidance note 1, and complete (A) O
ar (B} helow)

2} a responsible authority (plesse complete (C) below) X
31 a member of the club o which this application relates O

(please complete (A) below)



(A) DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT (fill in as applicabla)

Please tick v yes

Me O wMs O w™is O ws [0 Other title
i for example, Rev)
Surname First names
[ o 1
P !
Pleass tick ¥ yes
Iam I8 years old or over O
Current postal
address if
different firom
premises
address
Post town Post Code [ )

Daytime contact telephone number |

E-mail address
{eptional)

{B) DETAILS OF OTHER APPLICANT

Marme ard address

Telephon: number [if any)

E-mail address {optional)




(C) DETAILS OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY APPLICANT

Mame and address

PC 0113 D BRYAN
Morthamptonshire Police
Wellingborough Police Station
Midland Road

Wellingborough
Morthamptonshire

HMNE 1HF

Telephone mumber (if any}
101 EXT 346300

E-mail address {optional)
david.bryan@northants. police.uk

This application to review relates to the following licensing objective(s)

Please tick ane or more boxes «
I} the prevention of crime and disorder X
2) public safety
3} the prevention of public nuisance
4} the protection of children from harm




Please state the ground(s) for review (please read guidance note 2)

I act on behalf of the Chief Officer of Police for Morthampton shire, Mr Adderley.
' He has delegated responsibllity and authorised me to act on his behalf regarding
l representations made by Northamptonshire Police to Licensing Authorities across
the county of Northamptonshire.

MNorthamptonshire Police call for the Review of the Premises Licence for Nasz
Sklep under the Licensing Objective of the Prevention of Crime and Disorder,

This Review relates to the salefand or storage of smuggled tobacco products at
the premise, this undermines the licensing objective of the Prevention of Crime

and Disorder.




1} In December 2021, Northamptonshire Police (Licensing Department) were
contacted by the Anti-Illicit Trade Operations Manager for Japanese
International Tobacco (ITI) UK responsible for Western Europe.

2} ITI UK had received information that the sale of Counterfeit/Illicit Tobacco
products were at high levels in Northamptonshire.

3) In response to this information 1TD UK wvisited numerous retailers
throughout Narthamptonshire to establish if the Information was correct.

4} Test purchases were undertaken at multiple premises with the Test
Purchaser purporting to be a customer and asking whether ‘cheap
cigarettes’ were sold.

5} All transactions were recorded, and any items purchased were exhibited
with their integrity and continuity maintained to a criminal justice standard.

6} The majority of the purchased tobacco products have been examined by
ITI UK specialist seizure and analysis staff, some items were JTI products,
but duty had not been paid, the others were not JTI products but again had
na duty pald or were possibly counterfeit, Either way these products were
all illicit tobacco products, sales of these products in the UK are illegal.

7] Nasz Sklep, Alexandra Terrace, Morthampton was visited on the 9 and
30" of September 2021 and the 5 of January 2022.

B) On tha 9% of September 2021 two packets of 20 Winston cigarettes and
two packats of 20 Mayfair clgarettes were purchased for £22.00

&) On the 30" of September 2021 two packets of 20 Mayfair cigarettes weare
purchased for £10.00,

10} On the 5% of January 2022 two packets of 20 Mayfalr cigarettes were
purchased for £10.00,

1134l the purchased products were illicit.,

Morthamptonshire Police are of the belief that the Licensing Objective of the
Prevention of Crime and Disorder is not being promoted.

Morthamptonshire Pollce would ask the Licensing Sub-Cemmittee of Wast
Morthamptonshire Council to consider revocation of the Premises Licence in the
first instance.

The statutory section 182 Guidance that accompanies the Licensing Act 2003
detalls at point 11.27 what criminal activity should be treated particularly
seriously by Committees, the sale and storage of smuggled tobacco and alecehol is
listed, At point 11.28 details are contained that Licensing Authorities should
seripushy considered revocation in tha first instance when looking at matters
relating to point 11.27.

R (Bassetlaw District Council) v Worksop Magistrates Court outlines the case that
the action{s) taken by the Licensing Committee can be punitive, Where crime is
invalved, wider considerations come into play. Those considerations might include
the prevention of crime and at least deterrence, if not punishment. Where
premises have been used for a criminal purpose, the Licensing Authority has a
duty to take steps in the interest of the wider community.




!F'laase find attached a section {9) statement form Mr Paul McMahon, Anti Tlicit
Trade Operations Manager for JTI UK.

Marthamptonshire Police have liaised with Mr McMahon regarding the Test
Purchase operation he has overseen, and the tactic employed. Morthamptonshire
Police are satisfied that the evidence supplied to them is of a court level standard
and as such content to use this evidence in these Review papers.




Have you made an application for review relating to the O
premises before

If yes plense state the date of that application Day  Month  Year

HEEEEEREN

If you have made representations before relating to the premises please state what they were
and when you made them




Please tick v/

& | have sént copies of this form and enclosures to the responsible authorities [
and the premises licence holder or club holding the club premises certificate,
as appropriate

e 1 understand that if | do not comply with the above requirements my O
application will be rejected

IT IS AN OFFENCE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003, TO MAKE
A FALSE STATEMENT IN OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION. THOSE
WHO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT MAY BE LIABLE ON SUMMARY CONVICTION
TO A FINE OF ANY AMOUNT.

Part 3 - Signatures (please read guidance note 4)

Signature of applicant or applicant's solicitor or other duly authorised agent (please read
i t please state in what capacity.

...............................................................................................................

Contact name (where not previously given) and postal address for correspondence
associated with this application (please read guidance note 6)

Post town [ Post Code

Telephone number (if any)

If you would prefer us to correspond with you using an e-mail address your e-mail address
(optional)

Notes for Guidance

. A responsible authority includes the local police, fire and rescue authority and other
statutory bodies which exercise specific functions in the local area.

2. The ground(s) for review must be based on one of the licensing objectives.

3. Please list any additional information or details for example dates of problems which are

included in the grounds for review if available.

The application form must be signed,

An applicant’s agent (for example solicitor) may sign the form on their behalf provided

that they have actual authority to do so.

6. This is the address which we shall use to correspond with you about this application.

s



Appendix B — Current Premises Licence PL1153

West . ) )
Morthamptanshire West Northamptonshire Council
Coundil

Homa Regleter Login

“fou e here » Home » Licensing Act Premises Search » Detail » Application

Licensing Act 2003 - Premises Licence Register as at 14:43 on 9 June 2022

Hasz Sklep
10 Alexandra Tesrace, Morthampan, NK2 754

Premises Licence PL1222 from from 01/02/2022 to indefinite

Licence holder(s)

Full Hame: Mr Ramazan Omar Mustafa
Designated Premises Supervisor

Full Hame: Mr Ramazan Omar Mustafa
Permitted Activities

= the sale by retail of alcohol

Premises Open Hours Granted

Tims Fram Tims Ta
Monday-Sunday Q00 23:00
Activities - Times Granted
Tims Fram Tims Ta
M. The Bals by retall of alcahol for consumphion OFF the premisss only
Moncay-Sunday QE00 23:00
Additional Conditions
MANDATORY CONDITIONS
19 Mandatory conditions where licence authorizes supply of alcohol

(1) Mo supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence -
{a) at a time when thers is no designated premises supervisor in respect of the premises licence, or

{b) at a ime when the designated premises supervizor does not hold a personal licence or his personal licence is
suspended.

(2} Every supply of alcohaol under the premises licence must be made or authorised by a person whe holds a perscnal
licence.

ANNEX 2 - ADDITIONAL MANDATORY CONDITIONS

The following mandatory conditions are to be applied fo the licence stated above in accordance with The Licensing Act 2003
{Mandatory Licensing Conditions) Order 2010 as atiended by The Licensing Act 2003 (Mandatory Licensing Conditicns)
{Amendment) Order 2014.

The following cenditions shall come into ferce on 12 October 2014

3. {1) The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder must ensure that an age verification policy iz adopted in
respect of the premises in relafion to the sale of alcohol or supply of alcohol.

(2) The designated premises supervizor in relation to the premises licence must ensure that the supply of alcohol at the
premises is camied out in accordance wit the age verification policy.

(3) The policy must reguire individuals who appear to the respensible person fo be under age (or such older age as may be
specified in the pelicy) to preduce on request, before being served alcohol, identification bearing their photograph, date of birth
and either -

{a) A holographic mark, or
{b) An ultraviolet feature.



The following mandatory conditions are fo be applied to the licence staied above in accordance with The Licensing Act 2003
{Mandatory Licensing Conditions) Order 2014.

The following cenditions shall come into force on 28th May 2014

1. Arelevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption on or off the premises for a price which is
less than the permitied price.

2. For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 1-

{a) “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic
Liquor Duties Act 1979
(b} “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula-

P=D+(DxV)
Where -
(i} Pis the permitied price,

{ii) D is the rate of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohel as if
the duty were charged on the dafe of the sale or supply of the
alcehol, and

(i) V' is the rate of value added fax chargeable in relation fo the
alcohol as if the value added tax were charged on the date of
the sale or supply of the alcohol;

(c) “relevant person” means, in relalion to premises in respect of which there is in force a premises licence -

(i) the holder of the premises licence,
{ii) the designated premises supervisar (if any) in respect of
such a licence, or
{iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorizes a
supply of alcohol under such a licence;

(d) “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in force a club premises cedificate, any member
or officer of the club present on the premises in a capacity which enables the member or officer fo prevent the supply in question;
and

(e} “valued added fax" means value added tax charged in accordance with the Value Added Tax Act 1994,

3. Where the permitied price given by Paragraph {b) of paragraph 2 would {apart frem this paragraph) not be a whole number of
pennies, the price given by that sub-paragraph shall be taken fo be the price actually given by that sub-paragraph rounded up to
the nearest penny.

4. (1) Sub-paragraph {2} applies where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 on a day (“the first day”)
would be different from the permitted prie on the next day (the second day”) as a result of a change to the rate of duty or value
added fax.

(2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies fo sales or supplies of alcehel which take place before the
expiry of the period of 14 days beginning on the second day.

Conditions ar per Operating Schedule:
General Conditions

* Spirits must be displayed and secured behind the zales point and will net be available for self-service.

* The licence helder ghall operate and maintain a refusals register in respect of declined sales of alcohel where the
attempted purchaser was suspected of being under 18 years of age or drunk.

* The refusals register shall be kept on the premises and be made available immediately upen request fo an authorised
officer of the Police or Local Authority.

* The licence holder will ensurs that within six weeks of any appointment of a2 member of siaff, they receive adequate
training in respongible alcchel retailing and refreshed every 12 months. A training record will be kept at the pramises.

* Mo alcoholic drinks will be purchased by the siore cwners or staff from sellers calling at the store.

All invoices (originals or copies) for all alcoholic goods for retail sale on the premises will be kept at the shop and made
available to Pelice, Council and HMRC Cfficers upon request. An ultra-viclet light will be available at the premises for the
purpose of checking the UK Duly Stamp on all spirils as soon as practical after they have been purchased.

Prevention of Crime & Disorder

A fully working and maintained CCTV system capable of recording and storing images must be installed on the premises.
The system must record at all imes the premizes is open to the public and images must be stored for a minimum of 28 days
with date & fime stamping. As a minimum this must cover all entry and exit points, both sides of all areas where the salef
supply of alcohol takes place.

* All recordings must be made available to an officer from a responsible authorty upon reasonable request and in line with
the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1995



+ All staff invalved in the retail of alcohal will be trained in relation to the law regarding its sale_ This fraining must be
completed prior fo them being authorized o sell alcohol and refreshed every 12 months as a minimum. A record of this
training must be kept and maintained with a copy of the syllabus attached. The recipient of the training must sign fo state
that they have received and understood the training and this should be dated. Training records must be kept on the
premizes at all fimes and made available fo an officer from a respensible authority upon reasenable request.

* The premises will operate and adhere to an age verification scheme with the minimum standard of Challenge 25. Signs
advertising the policy must be displayed in all areas where alcohol is for sale.

+ A refusals register will be kept on the premises for the recording of any incidents involving the refusal of a sale of alcohol
due to age or drunkenness. The register will be made available to an officer from the local authority for inspection upon
reasonable request

* Mo person will be allowed to enter or leave the licensed premises with an open vessel of alcohol and the licensee will
aclively discourage and prevent anyone congregating or drinking cutside the premises.

Public Safety
* The premises will conform to all statutory Health and Safety Requiremenis
Prevention Of Public Nuisance

+* Persons shall be discouraged from congregating outside of the premises.

+ A nofice will be placed immediately ouiside the main enfrance reminding persens that no alcohel to be consumed directly
outside the main entrance to the shop.

* VWasle collection contractors will net collect refuse between 23:00 and 07:00 hours.

Any litter or refuse generated must be contained within the boundaries of the premises and regularly cleared (the
boundaries of the premises are taken to be those indicated on the plan

* Receptacles for wasie shall be emplied regularly to aveid causing a public nuisance through smells or cdours and shall be
maintained in a clean condition.

* Trade waste containers will only be left out for collection of waste on the day of collection and will be stored off the public
right of way at all other times.

+ Clear and legible notices will be prominently displayed at all exits asking customers to respect local residents and to leave the
area quietly.

The Protection of Children from Harm

* The challenged 25 scheme will be implemented

* To ensure that any person selling or supplying alceholic drink under the authority of a persenal licence holder follows the
guidelines of the Challenge 25 scheme and asks for photo 1D proof of age where they have reason to suspect that the
individual may be under 25 years of age and to ensure that signs relevant to this condition are prominently displayed at the
premises.

Capyright @ 2004 - 2022 KX Group Version 1.8.0.3 Terme and Candiflons



Appendix C — Blue Notice
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APPENDIX D - Police Evidence

Statement of Paul McMahon (Anti-lllicit Trade Operations Manager — Gallagher
Ltd)

RESTRICTED {when co

WITNESS STATEMENT

(€1 Act 1967, 5.5; MC Act 1980, 55,5443} and SB: MC Rules 1981, r.70)

|

Statement of Paul McMAHOM .. vereenneee IR

Age ifunder 18 Ower 18......... it e U insert ey 137} OCupeions Anti Hlicit Trade Operations
Manager

[his statlement (consisting aft ... 4. pages each signed by me) 15 true o the bet af my knowledge and belief and 1

ke i knowing that, iF it is tendered in evidence, [ shall be fiakle 1o proscoution of | bave wilfully stated anything in il
which | ko b be £ i b truc

SI:EII:H@F:.

Tick il witncss evidenoe o wiswally recorded (rapply witiness detily o vear)

Date: 11/01/2022

I am employed by Gallaher Limited / JTI UK, as the Anti-lllicit Trade Operations Manager for Westom
Eurcpe, ol their office at Virginia House, Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6GH. Gallaher Limited
is 2 member of the JT International group of companies. Part of my role as an Anti-llicit Trade Oiperations
Manager includes identifying counterfeit and genuine tobacco products bearing trademarks owned by the
IT Intermational group of companies, including JT Intemational SA and Gallaher Limited.

My employer has directed me Lo assist regulatory and enforcement bodies, upon their request, in malters|
relating to the illegal distribution and sale of tobacco products. 1 ligise frequently with regulatory and
enforcement bodies advising en how te identify countecfeit and other illegal tohacco products.

In 2021 [ received infonmation that the sale of Counterfeit / (licit Tobacen products were al high levels
in Morthamptonshire,

I tasked an independent service provider to visit numerous retailers fhroughout Morthamptonshire to
cstablish if this information was correct
Test purchases were undertaken af multiple premises with the serviee provider purporting to be a normal
customer asking if the shop sold ‘cheap cigaretles™.
All transactions were recorded and any items purchased were exhibited with their integrity & continuity
maintained to o eriminal justice standard.
The majority of the purchascd tobaceo products have been examined by JTI specialist Seizure and
Analysis staff who can produce expert evidence as to the authenticity of the pecovered IT1 branded
prosducts.

The service providers corroborated the initial information by identifying a significant num ber of retailers
gelling illicit tobacco products.
Several of the retail premises selling illieit tobacen were also selling aleohol v appeared o be cperating

as off-licences.

Snuna@

AW 1 WG LT

Signature wilnessed by: R A AT T 1

X



A the sale of illicit tobaceo is illegal and closely linked to serious organised criminalily a number of these
stores may be considered to be undermining one of the objectives of the Licensing Act 2003, namely “The
prevention of crime and disorder™.

Ta suppart the licensing authority in assessing the potential risk of licensing premises engaged in illicit
trede, [ disseminated information o WNorthamptonshire Police Alcohal Licensing Team & North & West
Morthants Trading Standards.

Nasz-Sklep-13 Alexandra Terrace Northampton NN2 78J is a retail premises that scils aleohal and
was visited on three separate occasions.

On the 9 & 30" September 2021 & 5 January 2022 service providers entered Nasz-Sklep-13
Alexandra Terrace Northampton NN2 78J and undertook test purchases buying items from persons
working behind the shop counter,

000921 1200hrs - Twa [2) packets of 20 Winston Cigarettes & Two (2) packets of 20 Mayfair Cigrettes
purchased for a total of £22.00.
Exhibit EVE /5078090921 refers as pictured,

Kypiriees Bl <y pinms
edgnbac Bouvaac

Smoking con il Smoking qi:nn
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fartility Tortl ity

IWON2T 1605hrs — Two (2) packets of 20 May tair Cigrettes purchased for a total of £10.00.
Exhibil EVEV/SOTRS0/0% 21 refers as pictured.




Exhibit EVE1/SOTRAS/01/22 refers as piciured.

Examingtion of all three exhbits (EVELS07RO%0921 - Exhibit EVELSOTESM0NZID -
EVEL/SUTR05/01/22) confirmed that they sre counterfeit,

The Trade Mark MAYFAIR for cigarelies and tobacco products is owned in the LIK by JTI International
SA {a member of the JT International group of companies end an affiliate of Gallaher Lirnited).
The Trade Mark WINSTON for cigarettes and tobacco products is owned in the UK by JT! International
SA (a member of the JT International group of companies and an affilinte of Gallaher Limited).

1t should be noted that on each visit the sale of counterfeit cigarettes wore facilated by two persons in the
store with the cigarettes being collected from the rear of the store and brought to the till ares before

payrnent was laken.

Concealing illicit tobacco in a location away from the shop floor is a well known tactic regularly
encountered by law enforcement and indicates a level of organisation and planning to sell illicit products

within this store.

We very much welcome the valuable work Police and Trading Standards do in tackling the sale of illegal
tobaceo, despite the financial and resource pressures they face.
This work is vital in safeguarding legitimate businesses and consumers.

The Intelleciual Property Office’s report (Trading standards successes. IF crime and enforcement report
2019 to 2020. [PO, September 2020) on the enforcement activity undertaken by Trading Standards
departments shows that cigarettes and tobacco remain their most investigated product group.

HM Revenue & Custors (HMRC) estimate thul the sale ofillegal tobaceo products in the UK has resulted
in a tax revenue loss of more than £47 billion sinee 2000 (Measuring Tax Gaps 2020 edition — x gap
estimates for 2018 to 2019, HMRC, July 2020). HMRC also acknowledges that the sale of illegal tobaceo
“damages legitimate business, undermines public heaith and focilitates the supply of tobgcco to young
peopie™ (Tackling illicit tobaceo: From leaf to light. The HMRC and Border Force stralegy to tackle
tobaceo smuggling. HMRC/ Border Foree, March 2015).

it has been widely reported that illegal tobacco is linked to other forms aof criminality. For example, an
article in the Chartered Trading Standards Institute’s journal stated that “the illegal tobacco trade hes
strong links with organised crime and criminel gangs, many of the people smuggling, distributing and

’.s'lgl'm@
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Signalre wilnessed by:
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selling illegal tobacco are involved in drug dealing, money laundering, people wafficking and cven
terrarism.” (Elite sniffer dog threatened by gangs, Journal of Trading Standards, January 2019.)

A high percentage of tobaceo seized by the authoritics entering the UK is raw unprocessed tobaceo which
indicates a significant level of illegal counterfisit production within the UK.

[n recent years, IT1 has seen through the work of its Anti Hlicit Trade Organization (AITO) that the UK
hud several active fulfilment (illegal production) houses often staffed by persons working & living temble
conditions of servitude.

Fulfilment houses are often HMO (House Multiple Dccupancy) where Organised Crime Group's (000 s)
lodge persons to stulf low quality ungraded tobacco into counterfeit pouches in unsanitary conditions.
Oppressed workers producing fake product in often appalling working conditions are what allows the
OCGs to keep costs low and maximise their profit,

OCG's invest in tobacco as they have the free unregulated connections to finance the eriminal purchase
of materials and labour. They have the well-established methods of concealment, smuggling routes,
money laundering and the ability to use force to protect highly profitable criminal ectivity from criminal
competitors.

Crime groups aften use funds to finance the illegal tobaceo trade which come from the sale of drugs, guns,
and prostitution,

They alse deploy the skills and modus operandi from those criminal selivities in the illegal tobaceo trade.
The illegal tobacco trade seems to be in nearly every town which means organised crime is active in nearly
EVErY COmmumnity.

Members of the public buying ‘cheap cigarettes’ unwittingly support regional, national and international
OGS,

Theretore, T would respectfully suggest that the continued sales afillegal tobacco products from Nase-
Sklep-13 Alexandra Terrace Northampton NM2 780 acts as o contributing factor b tax revenue loss,
damiges legitimate businesses and encourages wider crimimality.

Sigruture witnessed by:




